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Fact File
• This course can lead to higher education courses in Music and other subjects.
• Students will take part in a number of concerts in either the Central Studio theatre, or  
 the Queen Mary’s Hall.
• Some students will perform at college events such as the high achievers evening and  
 welcome days.
• Many students go on to study at some of the top contemporary music schools in the  
 UK, or study other undergraduate degrees.  
• Some of our past students have enjoyed successful careers working with some of the  
 top names in the industry. 

Course Summary
The BTEC Level 3 Certificate/Subsidiary Diploma in Music, is a practical and academic 
musical course that requires a 1 or 2 year commitment from you. You will work on three/six 
units over one/two years. It is a very intensive practical course. You should be skilled in 
playing at least one instrument and you need to have a very keen interest in popular music. 
This Music qualification gives you the opportunity to study other courses alongside.
 
You will study a broad range of Music skills and techniques, and explore the work of a range 
of contemporary music practitioners. You will learn by completing projects based on realistic 
workplace situations, activities and demands that would be faced by a modern musician. 
During the two years of the course you will complete six units of work including; Music 
Performance Techniques, Pop Music in Practice, Working and Developing as a Music 
Ensemble and Improvising Music. At the end of the course you will take part in a major group 
production, which will involve all the skills you have learnt. There will be a number of 
practical and written assignments over the two years. Please note that the units studied may 
vary to meet local or learner needs.

Specific entry requirements 
The ability to play a musical instrument and/or sing is a requirement of the course. 
Candidates do not need to have studied GCSE music. 

Progression skills and opportunities
Students will develop some of the skills required by a contemporary musician. They will be 
encouraged to perform as much as possible, and will develop the skills required to study 
music at undergraduate level. 

How is the course assessed?
The course is 100% assessed through practical and written coursework activities. 

What topics will I be studying?
Some of the units studied are:
• Music Performance Techniques
• Working and Developing as a Musical Ensemble
• Improvising Music 

Will I need any specialist materials or equipment?
A musical instrument, manuscript paper, leads, plectrums, drums sticks and a tuner. Drum 
kits, pianos, keyboards amps and microphones are available at the college. However, we 
recommend that singers provide their own microphone if possible. 
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